
Date Episode Title Avail.Notes
46-
05-01

Aud Sam Spade and the Walls of Jericho N

46-
07-12

1 The Guiana Sovereign Caper N Premiere Episode
Coming up: Tonight—ABC 7 another
detective, series, "Adventures
of Sam Spade," as summer replacement for Woody 
Herman show . . .
9. p. m. — Adventure* of Sam Spade (WENR): "The 
Guiana Sovereign," first of series .about Dashiell 
Hammett detective character, starring Howard Duff 
and Lurene Tuttle...
"The" Fat Man" is heard each Monday night at 8:30 
o'clock, "I Deal in Crime" 'Starring William Gargan as 
Ralph Dolan appears Monday night at 9 o'clock and 
every Friday night at 9 o'clock is the Adventures of Sam 
Spade. All of the last three mystery thrillers are written 
by Dashiell Hammett. All programs "fire carried by 
ABC and KFDA.

46-
07-19

2 The Farewell Murders N 9 p. m. — Sam Spade's Adventures (WENR): "Captain 
Cat and Mouse."

Dashiell Hammett's favorite character, Sam Spade, 
again comes to life when the two-fisted detective solves 
one of the famous author's pet killings, "The Farewell 
Murders," tonight at 9 o'clock over ABC and WHMA.

46-
07-26

3 Too Many Have Lived N 9 p. m. — Sam Spade's Adventures (WENR): "Too 
Many Have Lived."

Adventures of Sam Spade
8:00 P. M. "Too Many Have Lived" Dashiell Hammett's 
famous story, is dramatized tonight as Spade searches 
for a book of poems and a philandering publisher.

46-
08-
02

4 Sam and Psyche Y 9 p. m. — Adventures of Sam Spade (WENR): "Sam and 
Psyche."

Peter Lorre and Jay Novello [Uncredited] co-star
46-
08-
09

5 Death And Company N 9 p. m.—Adventures of Sam Spade (WENR: "Death And 
Company."'

46-
08-16

6 Two Sharp Knives N 9 p.- m. — Sam Spade (WENR): how he became a 
"private eye."

8:00 P.M.—WAGE—The Adventures of Sam Spade with 
Howard Huff ;irnl Lurene Tuttle In "Two Sharp 
Knives."

46-
08-
23

7 Zig Zags of Treachery N 9 p, m.—Sam Spade (WENR): turns a murder into 
suicide.

8:00 P.M.—WAGE—The Adventures of Sam Spade, 
mystery drama, Howard Duff and Lurene Tuttle In "Zig 
Zags ol Treachery,"



46-
08-
30

8 The Scythian Tiara N 9 p. m.—Adventure of Sam
Spade (WENR): "The Scythian Tiara."

46-
09-
06

9 The Corporation Murders N 9 P. m. — Adventures of Sam
Spade (WENR): "Sam goes to Hollywood"

Adventures of Sam Spade 8:00 P.M. Dashiell 
Hammett's favorite detective goes to Hollywood to lake 
a case for a movie star. The characters of the town 
baffle Sam until he adopts some Hollywood methods of 
his own.

8:00 P.M.—WAGE—The Adventures of Sam Spade, 
mystery drama, with Howard Duff and Lurene Tuttle in 
"Sam Goes to Hollywood,"

46-
09-13

10 Sam Goes to Hollywood N 9 p. m. — Adventures of Sam
Spade (WENR): postponed drama, "Sam Goes to 
Hollywood,"

46-
09-
20

11 The Solution of The Dot Marlow Caper N 9 p. m. — Sam Spade (WENR):
"The Dot Marlow Caper."

8:00 P.M.—WAGE—The Adventures of Sam Spade, 
mystery drama, with Howard Duff and Lurene Tuttle in 
"Solution of The Dot Marlow Caper."

46-
09-27

12 The Count on Billy Burke N Sam Spade (WENH):
stops a boxing match which would prove fatal to one 
boxer.

8:00 P.M.—WAGE—The Adventures of Sam Spade, 
mystery drama, with Howard Duff and Lurene Tuttle in 
"The Prizefight Murder,"

46-
10-04

13 The Gutting of Couiffignal N Sam Spade
(WLS): "The Gutting of Couiffignal."

46-
09-
29

14 The Blood Money Caper N 7, Sam Spade, detective drama, moved from ABC to 
CBS

46-09-29 Wisconsin State Journal
7 p. w. — Sam Spade (WBBM):
new time, day and network;
"Blood Money," with Howard
Duff and Lorene Tuttle.

46-
10-06

15 The Unwritten Law Caper N

46-
10-13

16 The Tenth Clue N 7 p. m. — Adventures of Sam
Spade (WBBM): "The Tenth Clue."

46-
10-20

17 The Midway Caper N Dashiett Hammett's hard-boiled private eye tackles 
"The Midway Caper"—a story of carnival intrigue.

46-
10-27

18 The Fly Paper Caper N 7 p. m. — Sam Spade (WBBM)
"The Fly Paper Caper."

46-
11-03

19 The Certified Czech Caper N The Certified Czech Caper" is the mystery solved by 
Dashiell Hammett's detective on "The Adventures of 
Sam Spade" at 7 p. m. Sam has to discover the meaning 
of a mutilated corpse to catch the criminals.

46-
11-10

20 The Kandy Tooth Caper N 7 p. m.—Sam Spade (WBBM)
"Kandy Tooth Caper."



46-
11-17

21 The Civic Duty Caper N 7 p. m.—Sam Spade (WBBM)
"The Civic Duty Caper."

46-
11-24

22 The Kandy Tooth Caper Part 1 N 7 p. m.—Sam Spade (WBBM)
"Kandy Tooth Caper."

Sam Spade (7 p.m.), in "The K andy Tooth Caper," on a 
mystery which actually exists. Current newsreels show 
worshipers and sacred elephants in the Kandy Tooth 
tabernacle.

46-
12-01

23 The Kandy Tooth Caper Part 2 N (7 p.m.) Private investigator Spade caps the "Kandy 
Tooth Caper," which started last week. Story concerns 
an Oriental idol and its jewelled treasure, a sacred 
bicuspid.

46-
12-08

24 The House in Turk Street N 7 p. m.—Sam Spade (WBBM):
"House in Turk Street.'

46-
12-15

25 The Picture Frame Caper N 7 p. m.—Sam Spade (WBBM):
"Picture Frame Caper."

46-
12-22

26 Sam and The Three Wise Men N 7 p. m. — Sam Spade (WBBM):
with Howard Duff and Lurene
Tuttle.

46-
12-29

27 The Missing Husband N 7 p. m.—Sam Spade (WBBM):
"The Missing Husband."

47-
01-05

28 The Llewelyn Caper N

47-
01-12

29 The Cremone Clock N 7 p. m. — Sam Spade (WBBM):
"The Cremone Clock."

47-
01-19

30 The False Face Caper N 7 p. m. — Sam Spade (WBBM):
"The False Face Caper."

47-
01-26

31 The Agamemnon Caper N 7 p. m. — Sam Spade (WBBM):
"The Agamemnon Caper."

47-
02-
02

32 The Dead Duck Caper N [AFRS Only]

7 p. m. — Sam Spade (WBBM):
"Dead Duck Caper."

47-
02-
09

33 The Inside Story on Kid Spade N 7 p. m.—Sam Spade (WBBM):
"The Inside Story on Kid Spade."

47-
02-16

34 Girl with the Silver Eyes N 7 p. m.—Sam Spade (WBBM):
"The Colossal Caper."

8:00 P.M.—WFBL—The Adventures of Sam Spade, 
mystery drama, with Howard Duff and Lurene Tuttle in 
"The Colossal Caper,"

47-
02-23

35 The Colossal Caper N 47-02-23 Wisconsin State Journal
7 p. m.—Sam Spade (WBBM): Postponed story "The 
Colossal Caper."

8:00 P.M.—WFBL—The Adventures of Sam Spade, 
mystery drama, with Howard Duff and Lurene Tuttle in 
"The Colossal Caper,"

47-
03-
02

36 The Uncle Money Caper N

47- 37 Orpheus and His Lute N 7 p. m. — Sam Spade (WBBM):



03-
09

"Orpheus and His Lute."

47-
03-16

38 The Murder Is Bliss Caper N

47-
03-23

39 Too Many Spades N 7 p. m. — Sam Spade (WBBM):
Too Many Spades."

47-
03-
30

40 The Dancing Pearls Caper N 7 p. m. — Sam Spade (WBBM):
"The Dancing Pearls."

47-
04-
06

41 The House Dick Caper N 7 p. m. — Sam Spade (WBBM):
"House Dick."
Filling in for a sick friend, Sam Spade encounters a 
slight case of murder in "House Dick," on "The 
Adventures of Sam Spade." Howard Duff and Lurene 
Tuttle play the leading roles.

47-
04-13

42 The Double-Scar Caper N

47-
04-
20

43 The Mean Landlord Caper N (7 p. m.) A land lord who does business with a thousand 
tenants, though he has been a recluse for hall a century, 
is the central figure in "The Mean Landlord Caper," in 
which Spade solves 2 murders

47-
04-27

44 The Debutante Caper N Time Change
(9 p.m.) -- "The Adventures of Sam Spade" which 
recently received the award of the Mystery Writers 
of America. Inc., as the best radio mystery of 1946 47 
switches to a new and later broadcast time.

47-
05-
04

45 Duet In Spades N

47-
05-11

46 The Yule Log Caper N 6 p. m Sam Spade (WBBM):
'The Yule Log Caper," story of blackmailing artist.

47-
05-18

47 The Assistant Murderer N

47-
05-25

48 Jury Duty N 6 p. m—Sam Spade (WBBM):
serves on jury, directs investigation by phone.

47-
06-01

49 The Mishakoff Emeralds Caper N

47-
06-
08

50 The Calcutta Trunk Caper N [AFRS Only]

47-
06-15

51 The Convertible Caper N [AFRS Only]

47-
06-22

52 The Greek Letter Caper N 6 p. m—Sam Spade (WBBM):
double-crossing and stamp stealing.

47-
06-
29

53 The Cosmic Harmony Caper N

47-
07-06

54 The Simile Caper N (9 p.m.) -- "The Adventures of Sam Spade" crooked 
business.partners work out a plan for confusing 
practically everybody in sight.and taking advantage of 
the confusion to perpetrate a swindle, in "The Simile 
Caper." Each partner hires a private detective to use as 
an alibi if the swindle fails. Unfortunately for the plot, 



one of the detectives hired is Spade.

ACTION PACKED Sam Spade, hard-boiled private eye, 
faces new dangers in ;a thrillpacked investigation on 
CBS'
'Adventures of. Sam Spade'' Sunday, July 6 '(CBS, 5:30 
p. m: Howard- Duff stars as Spade. Incidental : music is 
played by the orchestra conducted by Lud Gluskin, and 
William 'Spier produces.

It's a double cross in duplicates on THE ADVENTURES 
OF SAM SPADE for Wildroot at 6:00 as they present, 
"The Simile Caper."

47-
07-13

55 The Seamless Caper N (9 p.m.) -- "The Adventures of Sam Spade" A 
convention of garment salesmen develops 
unconventional angles, and Spade, hardboiled private 
detective, takes on "The Seamless Caper." One of the 
salesmen, his room ransacked, asks Spade to 
investigate and.tidy up the ensuing thrill-packed mess.

47-
07-20

56 The Unhappy Poet N

47-
07-27

57 The Gold Rush Caper N (9 p.m.) -- "The Adventures of Sam Spade" tough as 
nails private detective, slugs, shoots, talks and thinks 
his way through a thrilling case of crime. Lud Gluskin 
conducts the background music for the "Adventures of 
Sam Spade."

47-
08-
03

58 The Crooked Neck Caper N

47-
08-10

59 The Commonwealth Tankard N 6 p. m—Sam Spade (WBBM):
refuses to entertain son of Mr. Archer's college 
roommate. . . .

47-
08-17

60 The Doctor's Dilemma Caper N

47-
08-
24

61 The Jade Dragon Caper N

47-
08-31

62 The Corkscrew Caper N Wildroot's SAM SPADE at 6:00
tells how he got out of "The Corkscrew
Caper", back in his younger
days in a tough Arizona town.

47-
09-07

63 The Forty-Nine Cent Caper N

47-
09-14

64 The Cinderella Caper N (9 p.m.) -- Spade, one-man antidote for rising crime 
statistics, cute a smart caper in his own right to 
outmaneuver and outguess a citizen or two bent on evil-
doing and tells his secretary Effie Perrine, and the 
whole radio audience all about it.

Howard Duff
Please print a biographical sketch of Howard Duff.—
MOVIE FAN, Fresno.
Howard Duff was born in Bremerton, Wash., August 
24, 1913.
Graduating from Seattle's Roosevelt High School, the 
actor joined the Seattle Repertory Theater. Remaining 
with that organization from 1934 through 1937, Duff 



chalked up appearances in such plays as Comedy Of 
Errors, Midsummer Night's Dream, Private Lives, No 
More Frontier, Bun The Dead, Waiting For Lefty and 
Volpone.
Duff served with the United States Army from March, 
1941, to November, 1945. Attached to the Armed Forces 
Radio Service branch, he spent six months covering 
Saipan, Guam and Iwo Jima, working with AFRS radio 
stations in those areas as a correspondent. He was a 
staff sergeant when discharged. When Dashiell 
Hammett's The Adventures Of Sam Spade made its 
debut over the Columbia Broadcasting System in 
August, 1946, Duff was assigned the title role. Today 
one year after his Sam Spade debut, Duff is under 
personal contract to Mark Bellinger.
His first screen role as Soldier in Hellinger's production 
of Brute Force, released through Universal- 
International, has rated him star material votes from 
critics throughout the country.

47-
09-21

65 The April Caper N

47-
09-
28

66 The Madcap Caper N

47-
10-05

67 The Adam Figg Caper Y

47-
10-12

68 The Tears of Buddha Caper June Havoc was rumored merging with Kay 
Thompson's recent groom, producer William Spier. It 
must be luff because June appears on his "Sam Spade" 
program without billing credit

47-
10-19

69 The Untouchable Caper N

47-
10-26

70 The Bonnie Fair Caper N

47-
11-02

71 The Wrong Guy Caper N

47-
11-09

72 The Bow Window Caper Y (7 p.- m.) The private eye is hired to impersonate a crew 
member in a yacht race, but soon discovers that his real 
mission is to serve as a human clay pigeon, in "The 
Treasure Island Caper." As his investigation progresses, 
Spade comes to the conclusion that his employers 
intend to kill him, to further an ingenious plot.

47-
11-16

73 The Purple Poodle Caper N (7 p. m.) Detective Spade, played by Howard Duff, 
walks mto a hair-raising adventure when he takes n a 
dangerous new case on "The Adventures of Sam 
Spade." Lurene Tuttle plays Effie Perrine, Sam's loyal 
"secretary.

47-
11-23

74 The Blood Diamond Caper
The Caper with Eight Diamonds

N (7 p. m.) Sa m gets involved in the deal to protect a 
commercial method for coloring glass but discovers lat 
the stakes are considerably higher when it dawns on 
him that le formula is also intended for coloring 
diamonds, in "The Blood Diamond Caper."

47-
11-30

75 The Full House Caper N (7 p. rn.) Spade, Dashiell Hammett's alert and slightly 
jaundiced private eye, makes public his report of a new 
caper which nets him more bruises than dollars on "The 
Adventures of Sam Spade." Howard Duff is heard in the 
title role.



47-
12-07

76 The Palermo Vendetta Caper N

47-
12-14

77 The Gumshoe Caper N

47-
12-21

78 The Nick Saint Caper N Universal is lucking around
the idea of making a movie
from the "Sam Spade" radio
series. It would star Howard
Duff. Duff is the hottest thing
on the Universal lot since "The
Naked City" and "All My Sons."
So much so that the studio
wants him on an exclusive contracts
except for the two pictures
a year contract he already
has with Mark Hellinger.

47-
12-28

79 The Perfect Score Caper N

48-
01-04

80 The One Hour Caper Y

48-
01-11

81 The Short Life Caper N

48-
01-18

82 The Pike's Head Caper N

48-
01-25

83 The Gold Key Caper Y Howard Duff is devoting full
time to his Sam Spade show until
the Bellinger company, which
owns his seven-year contract, is
reorganized. He'll be a hot bet
after "The Naked City" is released

48-
02-01

84 The Nimrod Caper N

48-
02-
08

85 The Great Drought Caper N

48-
02-15

86 The Goldie Gates Caper N

48-
02-22

87 The Mayson Crayson Caper N

48-
02-29

88 The Grim Reaper Caper N

48-
03-07

89 John's Other Wife's Other Husband N

48-
03-14

90 The Ides Of March Caper N

48-
03-21

91 The Nightmare Town Caper N

48-
03-
28

92 The Blood Money Caper N [Repeat of 46-09-29]

48-
04-

93 Title Unknown N 48-04-04 Wisconsin State Journal
7 p. m—Sam Spade (WBBM):
and the private eye.



04
48-
04-11

94 The Judas Caper N

48-
04-18

95 The Night Flight Caper N

48-
04-25

96 The Great Lover Caper N

48-
05-
02

97 The Double 'S' Caper N

48-
05-
09

98 The Curiosity Caper N

48-
05-16

99 The Girl Called Echs Caper N

48-
05-23

100 The Navarese Falcon Caper N

48-
05-
30

101 The Prisoner Of Zenda Caper N

48-
06-
06

102 The I.Q. Caper N

48-
06-13

103 The Honest Cop Caper N

48-
06-
20

104 The Deathbed Caper Y

48-
06-27

105 The Bail Bond Caper Y

48-
07-04

106 The Rushlight Diamond Caper Y

48-
07-11

107 The Wheel Of Life Caper Y

48-
07-18

108 The Missing Newshawk Caper Y

48-
07-25

109 The Mad Scientist Caper Y

48-
08-01

110 The Dry Martini Caper Y

48-
08-
08

111 The Bluebeard Caper Y

48-
08-15

112 The Critical Author Caper Y

48-
08-
22

113 The Vaphio Cup Caper Y

48- 114 The Lawless Caper Y



08-
29
48-
09-
05

115 The Stella Starr Caper N

48-
09-12

116 The Lazarus Caper Y

48-
09-19

117 The Hot 100 Grand Caper Y

48-
09-
26

118 The Dick Foley Caper Y

48-
10-03

119 The Sugar Kane Caper Y

48-
10-10

120 The Bostwick Snatch Caper N IN THE SEPTEMBER "Pacific Program Hooperatings," 
Blondie is first, Adventures of Sam Spade placed 
second and Horace Heidt ranks third among the "First 
Fifteen" programs. . ,
Other shows, according to 'their ranking are, F.B.I.. in 
Peace and War, Inner Sanctum, People Are Funny, 
Radio Theater, Take It or Leave It, Talent Scouts, 
Whistler, Mr. District Attorney, Red Skelton, Strike It 
Rich, What's the Name of That Song and Let George Do 
It.

48-
10-17

121 The Rumanian Con Game Caper N

48-
10-24

122 The Insomnia Caper Y

48-
10-31

123 The Fairley-Bright Caper Y

48-
11-07

124 The S.Q.P. Caper Y

48-
11-14

125 The Gin Rummy Caper N

48-
11-21

126 The Golden Fleece Caper Howard Duff will take his Sam Spade air show to New 
York for a few weeks this winter. "Only by taking the 
show along can I get a vacation," he says. Although he 
gained fame as a detective, Duff plays his first film dick 
in "Illegal Entry," about alien smuggling.

48-
11-28

127 The Quarter-Eagle Caper Y

48-
12-05

128 The Neveroff Masterpiece Caper N

48-
12-12

129 The Bouncing Betty Caper Y The original CBS plan was to
Schedule Bergen at '6:30 p. m. Sundays, followed by 
Benny at 7 o'clock, Amos and Andy.at 7:30, Phil Harris 
and Alice Paye at 8 and "Sam Spade" at 8:30, But the 
sponsor of the latter program objects to moving It from 
its present time of 8 o'clock And the sponsor of the Phil 
Harris show feels It should follow Benny at 7:30. . . But 
the sponsor of Amos and Andy won't hear of giving up 
the 7:30 spot.

48- 130 The Giveaway Caper N

http://www.digitaldeliftp.com/Images/mp3s/thanksgiving/The_Advs_Of_Sam_Spade_48-11-28_127_The_Quarter-Eagle_Caper.mp3


12-19
48-
12-26

131 The Nick Saint Caper N [Repeat of 47-12-21]

49-
01-02

132 The Three-Sided Bullet Caper N

49-
01-09

133 The Double Negative Caper N

49-
01-16

134 The Betrayal In Bumpus Hell Caper N [AFRS Only]

Howard Duff has permission from CBS to record his 
Sam Spade air thriller from New York, so he'll take his 
first vacation in two and a half years after he finishes 
"Illegal Entry." Howard's option as Sam comes up soon 
and he'll sign again—if he gets what he wants. Meaning 
more money and better billing.

49-
01-23

135 The Main Event Caper N

49-
01-30

136 The Double Life Caper N

49-
02-
06

137 The Firebug Caper N

49-
02-13

138 The Brothers Keeper Caper N

49-
02-
20

139 The Attitude Caper N

49-
02-27

140 The Three-Cornered Frame Caper N CBS's Sam Spade, whose adventures as a detective aie 
aired at 7:00, hit a new high of 13.8, while Fred Allen 
struggled along with 11.3. Both shows, however, have 
lower Hoopers than ABC's prize giveaway, Stop The 
Music

49-
03-
06

141 The Waltzing Matilda Caper N

49-
03-13

142 The Underseal Caper N "I chatted briefly with Howard Duff, who perhaps is 
better known to radio listeners than he is to movie-
goers. He is "Sam Spade" in Dashiell Hammet's 
detective mystery, "Adventures of Sam Spade." He 
promised me he'd speak to the director about the 
goshawful incidental music that is driving me and other 
listeners nearly nuts. Nice fellow,
Duff."

49-
03-
20

143 The Trojan Horse Caper N

49-
03-27

144 The Love Letter Caper Y

49-
04-
03

145 The Vacation Caper N

49-
04-10

146 The Stopped Watch Caper Y



49-
04-17

147 The Report On Edith Hamilton
Edith Hamilton

Y

49-
04-
24

148 The Hot Cargo Caper N

49-
05-01

149 The Battles Of Belvedere Y

49-
05-
08

150 The Fast Talk Caper N Howard Duff took radio-actress Lurene Tuttle to 
Potter's Supper Club—which may or may not cause Ava 
Gardner a twitter.

49-
05-15

151 The Darling Daughter Caper N

49-
05-22

152 The Cartwright Clip Matter N

49-
05-29

153 The Jane Doe Caper N

49-
06-
05

154 The Overjord Caper Y

49-
06-12

155 Sam and The Guiana Sovereign N Repeat of First Sam Spade script

49-
06-19

156 The Apple Of Eve Caper Y

49-
06-
26

157 The Goat's Milk Caper N

49-
07-03

158 The Hamburger Sandwich Caper N "The Adventures of Sam Spade" moves to NBC in 
September (same time, same star, Howard Duff) after 
being heard on CBS since September of 1946. Before 
that the show had pot in a couple of months on ABC.

49-
07-10

159 The Queen Bee Caper Y

49-
07-17

160 The Cuttyhunk Caper N

49-
07-24

161 The Tears Of Night Caper Y

49-
07-31

162 The Hot-Foot Caper N

49-
08-
07

163 The Champion Caper Y

49-
08-14

164 The Sourdough Mountain Caper N

49-
08-21

165 The Silver Key Caper N

49-
08-
28

166 The Prodigal Daughter Caper Y

49-
09-

167 The Flashback Caper N



04
49-
09-11

168 The Costume Caper N

49-
09-18

169 The Over My Dead Body Caper N

49-
09-25

170 The 
Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchau-
bunagungamaugg Caper

Y [NOTE: Though widely advertised as switching from 
CBS to NBC, Dick Joy announces "This is CBS, The 
Columbia Broadcasting System" at the close of the 
circulating program. This, in spite of announcing the 
correct title of the program--letter perfect--at the 
commercial break. Either the script was in error, or the 
move from CBS to NBC didn't occur with this episode.

49-09-25 Wisconsin State Journal
'The Adventures of Sam Spade" with Howard Duff as 
the Dashiell Hammett detective, will move to NBC-
WIBA effective with the program at 7 p. m.

49-09-25 Kingsport Times-News 

Adventures Of Sam Spade
New Sunday WKPT Series 

     Sam Spade, license number 137596, seldom tells the 
police all he knows.  Sam's the sharp-talking crafty 
private eye, originated by Dashiell Hammett, and 
portrayed on the air by Howard Duff.  And the 
Adventures of Sam Spade, coming to WKPT and NBC 
tonight at 8 for a new Sunday night series, promise 
plenty of thrills and chills.
     Howard Duff, in the title role, has played Sam Spade 
on the air ever since the series started in 1946.  A 
Bremerton, Washington native, Duff at one time was a 
window-trimmer in a Seattle department store.  The 
theater was his ambition, and a Seattle radio station 
gave him his first job ... not acting, but announcing. 
worked there during the day, and acted in 
Shakespearean dramas with the Repertory Playhouse in 
the evening without pay.
     That was the beginning.  Now, Duff divides his time 
between radio and films, and is currently being seen in 
a move about Sam Spade.  On the air, his co-star on the 
Sunday night show will be Miss Lurene Tuttle, as the 
ever-essential secretary.

49-09-25 Wisconsin State Journal
7 p.m.--Adventures of Sam Spade (WIBA): moves to 
NBC with Duryea, Sam Levene, Kenny Delmar, Joan 
Lorring. [Note: This listing refers to a U.S. Steel 
program, not Sam Spade. The newspaper was in error.

The Adventures of Sam Spade
starring Howard Duff will switch
from the Columbia network to the
National Broadcasting network tonight at 7 o'clock and 
be a regular



Sunday night feature on NBC.

49-09-25 Democrat And Leader
The Adventures of Sam Spade starring Howard Duff 
will switch from the Columbia network to the National 
Broadcasting network tonight at 7 o'clock and be a 
regular Sunday night feature on NBC.

8 p.m.—NBC: In a reversal of the usual network goings 
on of late, "The Adventures of 'Sam Spade", the tough 
"private eye", will move from CBS to NBC at this time. 
"Sam Spade", Dashiell Hammett's detective character, 
is portrayed by Howard Duff. Each episode of the series 
is a complete case, dictated by Spade to his secretary, 
Effie Peirine (played by Lurene Tuttle), in a flash-back 
format, Sam, who usually doesn't tell the police all He 
knows, is constantly in conflict—and rivalry—with the 
best detctives of the homicide squad.-

49-09-25 Long Beach Press-Telegram - 5:00-KFI--If 
you have been sleuthing for that super sleuth "Sam 
Spade," here he is...and tonight he is practically scalped 
by some wild Indians.

49-
10-02

171 The Junior G-Man Caper N

49-
10-09

172 The Hot Hothouse Caper N

49-
10-16

173 The Pretty Polly Caper N

49-
10-23

174 The Pulaski Street Caper N [Title verified by The Oregonian spot ad of October 
23rd 1949]

5:00—KFI—Tonight "Sam Spade" finds himself in 
complete possession of the facts of a case . . . his-
problem is to keep the identity of the murderer from 
the boy's mother.

49-
10-30

175 The Paul Bunyan Jr. Caper N 49-10-30 The Oregonian
Howard Duff, as Same Spade, becomes involved in 
"The Paul Bunyan Jr. Caper" over KGW at 5 p.m. Spade 
is hired to keep a huge, brawling woodcutter out of 



trouble, but trouble is all they get into.
49-
11-06

176 The Cheesecake Caper Y [AFRS only]

5-.00 KFI "Sam Spade" becomes involved with the 
"Cheesecake Caper" when he is faced with the problem 
of tracking down a lovely model.

49-
11-13

177 The Blues In The Night Caper N

49-
11-20

178 The Peacock Feather Caper N

49-
11-27

179 Title Unknown N

49-
12-04

180 The Flopsy, Mopsy, And Cottontail 
Caper 

Y 7 p. m—Sam Spade (WIBA):
"Flopsy, Mopsy, and Cottontail Caper"

49-
12-11

181 The Lonesome Louie Caper N "The Lonesome Louie Caper" will be the title of "The 
Adventures of Sam Spade, Detective" tonight at 8:00 
o'clock over NBC. When Sam Spade tries to help a man 
mountain find his missing girl, he gets mixed up with a 
group of fight bookies who almost fix him for good.

49-
12-18

182 The Whispering Death Caper N

49-
12-25

183 The Canterbury Christmas Caper N 7 p. m—Sam Spade (WIBA):
robbery in 18th century style . . .

50-
01-01

184 The Gorgeous Gemini Caper N

50-
01-08

185 The Third Personcille Caper N

50-
01-15

186 The Phantom Witness Caper N

50-
01-22

187 The Wedding Belle Caper N

50-
01-29

188 The Too Many Leads Caper N

50-
02-
05

189 The Black Magic Caper N

50-
02-12

190 The Crossword Puzzle Caper N

50-
02-19

191 The Valentine's Day Caper N

50-
02-26

192 The Cornelius J. Morningside Caper N

50-
03-
05

193 The Homicidal Husband Caper N

50-
03-12

194 The Barbary Ghost Caper N

50-
03-19

195 The Emerald Eyes Caper N

50- 196 The Bay Psalm Caper N
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03-26
50-
04-
02

197 The Endurance Caper N

50-
04-
09

198 The Picture Frame Caper N

50-
04-16

199 The Kansas Kid Caper N

50-
04-23

200 The Caldwell Caper N

50-
04-
30

201 The Hamite Curse Caper N

50-
05-07

202 The Caper with Marjorie's Things N

50-
05-13

205 The Honest Thief Caper Y [ Rehearsal]

50-
05-14

203 The Prodigal Son Caper N

50-
05-18

204 The Red Ampola Caper Y [ Rehearsal]

50-
05-21

204 The Red Ampola Caper Y

50-
05-
28

205 The Honest Thief Caper Y

50-
06-
04

206 The V.I.P. Caper N

50-
06-11

207 The Color Scheme Caper N

50-
06-18

208 The Elmer Longtail Caper N

50-
06-25

209 The Toy Town Caper N

50-
07-02

210 The Beryl Green Caper N

50-
07-09

211 The Runaway Redhead Caper N

50-
07-16

212 The Man Who Knew Almost 
Everything Caper

N

50-
07-23

213 The Stormy Weather Caper N

50-
07-30

214 The Rod and Reel Caper N

50-
08-
06

215 The Bell of Solomon Caper N



50-
08-13

216 The Missing Persons Caper N

50-
08-
20

217 The Preposterous Caper N

50-
08-27

218 The Too Many Clients Caper N

50-
09-
03

219 The Farmer's Daughter Caper Y Sam Spade finds the inevitable girl In his room at a 
quiet country rooming house, and thereby preludes 
another train of events that has Its culmination in the 
culprit's capture. Hear the Adventures of Sam Spade, 
tonight at 8, with Howard Duff in the title role and 
Lurene Tuttle as the loyal, adoring Effie. Incidentally, 
Sam's sign-off remark, "Good-night, Sweetheart," has 
become synonymous with Duff and his portrayal of the 
"private eye."

50-
09-10

220 The Big Little Woody Caper N

50-
09-17

221 The Femme Fatale Caper N Howard Duff's last appearance.

Program Cancelled

The New Adventures of Sam Spade, Detective Radio 
Program Log

Date Episode Title Avail.Notes
50-
11-17

1 The Death Of Sam Spade Y "Sam Spade's back! Pass the word along, and be on 
hand when Howard Duff dictates another fascinating 
caper to his secretary Effie on The Adventures of Sam 
Spade, KRIS."

7:30 p. m. M0re than a quarter million letters were 
received when the famed private-eye left the air a short 
while ago, so now he's back by popular demand. 

"Sam Spade" is reported returning to the air but 
without Howard Duff, who's doing right well for 
himself in the movies.

50-
11-24

2 The Terrified Turkey Caper Y

50-
12-01

3 The Dog Bed Caper Y

50-
12-08

4 The Dry Gulch Caper or . . . They Went 
That-A-Way

Y

50-
12-15

5 The 25-12345679 Caper Y

50- 6 The Caper Concerning the Thing
Caper Concerning Big

N
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12-22
50-
12-29

7 The Prodigal Panda Caper Y

51-
01-05

8 The Biddle Riddle Caper Y 'The Biddle Riddle Caper" will be the title of the "Sam 
Spade" on KNBC st 9 o'clock.

51-
01-12

9 The Red Star Caper Y

51-
01-19

10 The Cloak and Dagger Caper Y

51-
01-26

11 The Chateau McCloud Caper Y

51-
02-
02

12 The String of Death Caper Y

51-
02-
09

13 The Sure Thing Caper Y

51-
02-16

14 The Soap Opera Caper Y

51-
02-23

15 The Shot in the Dark Caper Y

51-
03-
02

16 The Crab Louis Caper Y

51-
03-
09

17 The Spanish Prisoner Caper Y

51-
03-16

18 The Sinister Siren Caper Y

51-
03-23

19 The Kimberley Cross Caper Y Will Duff star in a TV version of Sam Spade, now that 
the character he once played on radio no longer belongs 
to Warner Bros.? "I doubt it," he told me. "I'd rather do 
something with my own company. But I won't do 
anything on TV until it's all polished up. Lack of 
preparation is wrecking the careers of a lot of movie 
people in television."

51-
03-
30

20 The Vendetta Caper Y Title of Howard Duff's new radio series is "The McCoy" 
and it's in the tough, private-eye tradition of "Sam 
Spade." . . . 

51-
04-
06

21 The Denny Shane Caper Y

51-
04-13

22 The Civic Pride Caper Y

51-
04-
20

23 The Rowdy Dowser Caper Y

51-
04-27

24 The Hail and Farewell Caper Y NBC's "Short Story" aeries is switching to Fridays at 8 
30 p m., replacing "Sam Spade" which is being 
dropped.



8:30—short Story dramatizations, moved from 
Wednesday; to take over from Sam Spade, off for the 
summer.

51-
07-19

-- Another shift will move Father Knows Best up a "half-
hour on Thursday nights to the former Henry Aldrich 
time. Sam Spade will be back on Friday nights, 
so will Groucho Marx with his quiz on Wednesday 
nights, his TV version to resume on Thursdays. Big 
Show, Phil and Alice, and Theater Guild are returning 
to the Sunday night schedule.

AFRS R-78 Series 'Sam Spade' Program Log
Date Episode Title Avail.Notes
47-
02-
02

30 The Dead Duck Caper Y Lurene Tuttle portrays both Effie Perrine and Effie's 
Mother

47-
06-15

-- The Convertible Caper Y

48-
10-24

-- The Insomnia Caper Y

48-
11-07

-- The S.Q.P. Caper Y

48-
11-28

-- The Quarter-Eagle Caper Y

48-
12-12

-- The Bouncing Betty Caper Y

49-
01-16

-- The Betrayal In Bumpus Hell Caper Y

49-
03-27

-- The Love Letter Caper Y

49-
04-17

-- Edith Hamilton Y

49-
05-01

-- The Battles of Belvedere Y

49-
11-06

-- The Cheesecake Caper Y

AFRS Mystery Playhouse: Sam Spade Program Log
Date Episode Title Avail.Notes
47-
06-
08

-- The Calcutta Trunk Caper Y



Suspense: Sam Spade Episodes Log
Date Episode Title Avail.Notes
46-
12-05

222 The House in Cypress Canyon Y

48-
01-10

279 The Kandi Tooth Y

The Adventures of Sam Spade, Detective: Additional 
Programs Log

Date Episode Title Avail.Notes
47-
03-
05

Carson's Butler Hires Sam Spade Y The Campbell's Soup Show
7 p. m. — Jack Carson (WBBM): Carson's butler 
Treacher, hires Detective Sam Spade to track down 
Jack's tormentor.

48-
02-19

692 The First Nighter Rehearsal Caper Y Campana's First Nighter Program
Starring Olan Soule and Barbara Luddy

48-
11-07

032 The Pipps Picalilly Playhouse: Sam 
Shovel, Private Eye

Y The Fred Allen Show

49-
02-10

20 Gracie Sends Sam Spade To Jail Y The Burns and Allen Show

xx-
xx-xx

-- The Maltese Falcon [Parts 1 - 4] Y BBC: Saturday Night Theatre

00-
02-29

11 Sam Spade: The Original Private Eye Y BBC Radio 4: The Radio Detectives [Jeffrey Richards]

xx-
xx-xx

-- The Murder Is Bliss Caper Y [A contemporary reenactment, date unknown. Episode 
date cited in script is 50-06-04]

The Abbott and Costello Show: Sam Shovel Episodes Log
Date Episode Title Avail.Notes
48-
10-28

237 Tony's Home Permanent Y

48-
11-11

239 Sorry Wrong Rhumba Y

48-
11-18

240 The Russian Diplomat Y

48-
12-02

242 The Curbstone Murder Y

48-
12-09

243 Two-Gun Gertie Y

48-
12-16

244 It Was Time For A Change Y



48-
12-23

245 I'm All Yours In Buttons And Bows Y

48-
12-30

246 The Murder At The Radio Quiz Show Y

49-
01-27

250 General Custer's Last Hamburger 
Stand

Y

49-
03-
03

255 Caught With His Prints Down Y

49-
04-
28

263 Tony's Home Permanent Y

49-
05-19

266 Dust Be My Destiny Y
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