Absolute Power 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia.

Absolute Power is a British comedy series, set in the offices of Prentiss McCabe, a fictional public 

relations company (or 'government-media relations consultancy') in London. It started in 2000 as a Radio 

series on BBC Radio 4, with the 4 series and last (to date) series broadcast in 2004. A six part television 

series, was also shown on BBC TWO, towards the end of 2003. 

Stephen Fry plays Charles Prentiss, while John Bird plays Martin McCabe. Prentiss is a man without morals, 

whose only objectives are money and power. He is portrayed as being the brains, while McCabe, though an 

excellent speech-writer, lacks his motivation and insight. McCabe's ambitions include retiring and drinking 

claret, and spends his life in a state of cynicism, lack of energy and bordem. 

They often find themselves working on behalf of two rival clients, one of whom is often the shadier side of 

the Labour Government. This is usually something of an inconvenience as Prentiss is met by Archie Hilditch 

(Tony Gardner, Alex Lowe), a faceless member of the Government, in a deserted location (such as Frank 

Dobson's campaign headquarters), and told he needs to ruin the popularity of the organisation that he has 

spent half the programme building. It is probably a good thing in the end, as the firm relies on these 

payments since neither Prentiss nor McCabe seem to want to do any real work. 

The third member of the company is Sandy (Siobhan Hayes), who is there as the office trainee, getting work 

experience for her NVQ level 2. She is usually doing all of work of the firm that the partners cannot be 

bothered to do, such as filling out thousands of public opinion polls in different handwritings, though she 

will only agree to do something if it can be twisted into one of the 'nine levels of competence' of her NVQ. 

Another member of the office is the useless Clive (Tom George) or as Martin calls him, 'thing', who often 

turns publicity stunts into bloodbaths. 

Another regular character is the waitor, Maurice, who brings McCabe his claret. Each time he corrects the 

English pronunciation of Maurice to the French, and each time Prentiss puts him down with a verse like 

"One man by circumstance is in splendor set; whilst another irons pants in a laundrette. Go iron my pants, 

Maurice." 

Origins

The series was devised and written by Mark Tavener, and logically follows the series In the Red, 

In the Balance, In the Chair, and In the End which he wrote with Peter Baynham. In some of these, Prentiss 

and McCabe (again played by Bird and Fry) are elevated members of the BBC, before getting kicked out. 

The idea is that after this they created Prentiss McCabe, which is the subject of Absolute Power. 

The tone and style of Absolute Power is so different from the In the... series that it can be regarded 

as a totally different programme. It was produced by Dawn Ellis. 

Stephen Fry said of Charles Prentiss, "He's a brute of a man, out to win, with no morals, 

he's completely shameless. There's not much to say that's nice about him, except that there 

is some pleasure in watching a natural born killer at work and knowing whatever happens he will win." 

Series 1 

S01 E01 - Conservative Party (5th January 2000) 

S01 E02 - Relaunch of the Sun (12th January 2000) 

S01 E03 - Mayor of London (19th January 2000) 

S01 E04 - The Church of England (19th January 2000) 

S01 E05 - Radio 3 (26th January 2000) 

S01 E06 - English Sporting Success (2nd February 2000) 

Series 2 

S02 E01 - Martin is Bored (30th January 2001) 

S02 E02 - Promoting Philosophy (6th February 2001) 

S02 E03 - Relaunching a Literary Career (13th February 2001) 

S02 E04 - The Elderly Initiative (20th February 2001) 

S02 E05 - Prison Reform (27th February 2001) 

S02 E06 - Gayle Shand (6th March 2001) 

Series 3 

S03 E01 - Poking the PM (1st January 2002) 

S03 E02 - Health Service (8th January 2002) 

S03 E03 - Big Brother (15th January 2002) 

S03 E04 - A Tennis Star (22nd January 2002) 

S03 E05 - Men (29th January 2002) 

Series 4 

S04 E01 - The BBC (5th February 2004) 

S04 E02 - Untitled (12th February 2004) 

S04 E03 - Untitled (19th February 2004) 

S04 E04 - Untitled (26th February 2004) 
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